
TEAM PROJECT 

PART 4: IN-CLASS PRESENTATION 

DUE DEC. 1st, 3rd, and 8th 

 

One of my goals for the course is to expose you to a handful of promising new companies. We’ll 
accomplish that goal by having teams present their companies during class. The presentation will be 
structured as a mock Investment Committee presentation. Your classmates, the TAs, and I will act as the 
partners, and your team will act as members of the investment team. Your team should answer three 
questions during your presentation: 

1. What does the company do? 
2. Is it a good company?  
3. How much do you think the company is worth?  

You will be graded based on how persuasively you answer those questions. Part of being persuasive is 
communicating clearly. Another part is showing a deep understanding of your company and its market. 
The professor, the TA, and your classmates will all play a role in grading your presentation.  

Your team will present during class on either Dec. 1, 3, or 8. We will send you a detailed schedule soon 
showing when each team will present. Note that Dec. 1 is the Monday after Thanksgiving! Your team 
should submit its Powerpoint slides on Canvas (Assignments “In-class presentations, YourDate, 
YourTime”) by 8pm the day before your presentation. Name your Powerpoint file like “Team3.ppt.”) 

FAQs 

• How long will our presentation be? Your presentation should be 8-10 minutes long. After 
presenting your slides, there will be 4-5 minutes of Q&A with the class and professor. The exact 
amount of time will depend on which day you present. We’ll give you those exact numbers once 
we prepare the schedule. I wish we could make the presentations longer, but we have many teams 
to fit into a short amount of time. We’ll hold to the schedule quite strictly.  

• How can I answer those questions in such a short presentation? It’s certainly harder to give a 
short presentation than a long one. It like the old saying, “I didn’t have time to write you a short 
letter, so I’m writing you a long one.” When I give very short presentations at academic 
conferences, I typically script out the whole thing, I rehearse multiple times, and the whole thing 
takes a lot of work. You obviously won’t have time to go through your full valuation model. 
Focus on the parts of your valuation model you think are most important. 

• How many slides should we have? It’s up to you. A rule of thumb is that it takes roughly 2 
minutes to present 1 slide, so you need roughly 4-5 slides.  

• Do we need to finish project part 3 before part 4? No. Project part 3 is about deal terms and is due 
December 15th. We do not expect you to analyze deal terms before your in-class presentations. 
We thought about asking you to discuss whether it’s worth investing in the company. Then we 
realized the answer to that question, for any company, is “It depends on the deal terms. As long as 
we think the company is worth more than the term sheet’s breakeven valuation, then the deal has 



positive NPV.” Since you won’t have analyzed the term sheet yet, we won’t expect you to discuss 
whether you think it’s worth investing in the company. Just answer the three questions above. 

• Can I skip class if it’s not my day to present? No. We want you there so you can learn from your 
classmates and also give them feedback. We’ll take attendance. 

• How will our team get feedback? Besides receiving feedback from the professor and TA, your 
team will also receive anonymous feedback from your classmates. We’ll give you details on the 
exact process later.  

• Which team member(s) should present? It’s up to you. You can have each team member present a 
slide, or you can assign your single best presenter to do the whole thing. You can have some 
teammates present slides, other teammates handle the Q&A. It can be distracting when multiple 
people are involved. No one will be penalized if just a single team member presents. Again, 
totally up to you. 

 


